The George Sand-

you have any inclination to travel, and the sinews of war are
lacking, I have ready for you a few sous that I have just
earned, and I put them at your disposal. Don't feel con-
strained with me any more than I would with you, dear child.
They are going to pay me for my novel in five or six days at
the office of le Temps; you need only to write me a line and I
shall see that you get it in Paris. A word when you can, I
embrace you, and so does Maurice, very tenderly.

CCXXIIL    To GEOKGE SAND

Tuesday, 16 April, 1872
Dear good master,

I should have answered at once your first, very kind letter!
But I was too sad. I lacked physical strength.

At last, today, I am beginning to hear the birds singing and
to see the leaves growing green. The sun irritates me no longer,
which is a good sign. If I could feel like working again I
should be all right.

Your second letter (that of yesterday) moved me to tears!
You are so good! What a splendid creature you are! I do
not need money now, thank you. But if I did need any, I
should certainly ask you for it.

My mother has left Croisset to Caroline with the condition
that I should keep my apartments there. So, until the estate
is completely settled, I stay here. Before deciding on the
future, I must know what I have to live on, after that we shall
see.

Shall I have the strength to live absolutely alone in soli-
tude? I doubt it, I am growing old. Caroline cannot live here
now. She has two dwellings already, and the house at Croisset
is expensive.
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